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The people who followed Him, the disciples who
followed Him, were poor wretches like you and
me. All the newness of hope, the absolutely
new certainty and new reality that they were,
was that Presence. The contemporaneousness
of that Presence with me, with my children,
with those who will come after us in a hundred
million years: this is the victory that conquers
the world. This is the absolute newness. This is
the divine in history! | remain the same poor
beggar, but with Christ | am certain, | am rich.
The attractiveness of my person, that is, what
makes it possible to love my person, is the
existence of this Presence. Indeed, it is only
in-a companionship with Him that a person
loves himself. Only a person who carries this
message can claim an affection for himself,
can love himself and therefore love others.
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