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Jean-François Thiry: Good morning, everyone! There are 
�µ»ÁÒ×�ăāā�Á¨�ÜÒį��Á¼¼��×¯¼©�̈ ÎÁ»��¯÷¨�Î�¼×��ÁÜ¼×Î¯�ÒĮ�*ÎĮ�
4Üµ¯�¼į�×­�¼³�ìÁÜ�ÒÁ�»Ü�­�¨ÁÎ�õ¼�¯¼©�×­��×¯»��×Á��ë�»-
ine with us the journey we’ve been walking over the past 
¨�æ�»Á¼×­ÒĮ�p��Î���¯å���»�¼ì�æ¯×¼�ÒÒ�Ò��¼��ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼Ò�
that document how this time has not passed in vain and 
­Áæ�æ����¼�å�Î¯¨ì�æ­�×­�Î�æ��­�å��­ÁÌ��ÁÎ�¼Á×Į

Daiva: In March, my husband went home to the arms of the 
Father. He died at work. When I arrived, the doctors were 
trying to revive him. I prayed, standing outside the door, sup-
ported by the people who were there. I prayed, asking not to 
lose my husband, but continually adding, with full awareness, 
these words: “Whatever God’s will is, I accept it.” I accepted 
it, and I didn’t blame God, nor did I blame my husband for 
going. I knew even the worst things that happen are for our 
own good. This awareness does not eliminate the loss or the 
pain, but it helps me to keep hope alive. That same evening, 

}ǡÐ�Ç�Ð¨����}Ð¨�»¢�µã�¨ÓË�}¶�ğ�Ý���»¶¶��Ð���»¶¯ª¶��ÝªÐ¨�»ÓÇ�
friends from the Movement to pray the rosary. I was touched 
to see how many friends participated. On the screen, I saw 
many tiny windows, not only with the faces of friends, but also 
their families. Through them, I felt God embracing me in my 
pain. To the question, “How are you?” my husband always an-
swered, “Every day closer to Paradise.” He always sought to 
live here and now. I believe that he is already immersed in the 
Father’s embrace, and from there he is watching out for me and 
»ÓÇ��¨ª¯�Ç�¶�}¶��»ÓÇ�¢Çª�¶�Ë�Ý¨»ğ�ª¶�Ðªµ�Ë�»¢��ªǟǝ�Ó¯Ðãğ�}Ë­�¢»Ç�
¨ªË�ª¶Ð�Ç��ËËª»¶Ğ�0��ªË�¶»Ð���Ëª���µ�ğ��ÓÐ�¨��¨}Ë�¯�ǡÐ�µ��µ}¶ã�
friends, thanks to whom I do not feel alone; I am living the 
experience of God’s people. I have received many letters and 
messages. Many people came to pay their respects to him. Al-
though it was not long, his life was given for the good of who-
ever was around him. He was very impressed by the insistence 
of Fr. Giussani that we must love our wives, our children, and 
our work out of love for Christ. My husband always tried to live 
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that way. I do not know what I would 
be, or how I would live with the pain of 
this loss, if I did not belong to the Move-
ment. The education that I experience 
in the Movement gives me strength and 
hope. I thank God for having sent these 
friends from CL into my life, and for 
having shown me that the road worth 
traveling is to follow my friends and to 
follow Christ.
Julián Carrón: Thank you for this 
witness that shows us that, when 
such painful things happen, we can 
become more aware of the grace that 
we received when we encountered 
×­��EÁå�»�¼×Į�2×�¯Ò�¼Á×į�¯¼�¨��×į��Ü-
tomatic to say, as you did, without 
blaming anyone–not God and not 
your husband–“This is God's will, 
�¼�� 2� ����Ì×� ¯×ĮŌ� 2×� ¯Ò� �� ×�Ò×�»�¼×�
×Á�×­�� ±ÁÜÎ¼�ì�ìÁÜōå��×Î�å�µ��Į�a­¯Ò�
õÎÒ×�æ¯×¼�ÒÒ�Ìµ���Ò�¯¼�¨ÎÁ¼×�Á¨��µµ�Á¨�
us the method through which each 
of us can verify our own journey: the 
å�Î¯õ��×¯Á¼�Á¨�×­��±ÁÜÎ¼�ì�¯Ò�¼Á×�ÁÜÎ�
thoughts or our interpretations; it is 
ÁÜÎ�Ŋ2Ō�¯¼���×¯Á¼Į�p­�¼�æ���Î��¨�����
with reality, in whatever form it 
takes, what emerges is our ultimate 
ÁÜ×µÁÁ³�Á¼�µ¯¨�Į�p��Ò��į�×­�Î�¨ÁÎ�į��Ò�
ÁÜÎ� ¨Î¯�¼�� Ò�ìÒį� ×Á�æ­�×� �ë×�¼×� ×­��
education of the Movement, what 
*ÎĮ� +¯ÜÒÒ�¼¯� ­�Ò� �Á»»Ü¼¯��×��� ×Á�
ÜÒį�­�Ò�Ì�¼�×Î�×���ÁÜÎ�µ¯å�ÒĮ�FÁ×�ÒÁ�
much as a way of measuring our-
selves, but as a suggestion of the 
ÎÁ���æ��¼����×Á�æ�µ³Į�X��µ¯×ì�Á÷¨�ÎÒ�
us signs to verify whether the edu-
cation we receive is penetrating us; 
that is, if the Movement is really the 
EÁå�»�¼×Į�ž×��å�Îì�»Á»�¼×�Á¨�ÁÜÎ�
journey, each of us can see whether 
×­�� Î��ÒÁ¼� ¨ÁÎ� æ­¯�­� *ÎĮ� +¯ÜÒÒ�¼¯�
started the Movement is realized in 
ÁÜÎ� µ¯å�ÒĮ� a­�×� Î��ÒÁ¼�æ�Ò� �µ��Î� ×Á�

­¯»� ¨ÎÁ»� ×­�� õÎÒ×� ��ì� ­�� �µ¯»����
the stairs of the school where he was 
to teach and where CL was born, Li-
ceo Berchet: “to demonstrate how 
¨�¯×­�¯Ò�Î�µ�å�¼×�×Á�µ¯¨�ōÒ�¼���ÒŌ�ŁThe 
Risk of Education, McGill-Queen’s 
University Press [MQUP], Montreal 
ăāĂĊį� ÌÌĮ� ëëë¯Ņëëë¯¯łĮ� a­�� å�Î¯õ��-
tion of this is not found in our in-
terpretations, our discussions, or in 
æ­�×�¼�æÒÌ�Ì�ÎÒ� Ò�ìĮ�a­��å�Î¯õ��-
tion of the journey we have traveled 
¯Ò�¯¼�×­��ŊÒ×ÎÜ�×ÜÎ��Á¨�ĿÁÜÎŀ�Î���×¯Á¼Ō�
×Á�Î��µ¯×ìį�×Á�ÜÒ���¼��ëÌÎ�ÒÒ¯Á¼�¨ÎÁ»�
Giussani in the tenth chapter of 
The Religious Sense�ŁEWfVį�EÁ¼×Î�-
�µ� ĂĊĊĈį� ÌĮ� Ăāāłį� ¯¼� Î�ÒÌÁ¼Ò�� ×Á� �¼ì�
�å�¼×Į�ž¼��×­��»ÁÒ×��­�µµ�¼©¯¼©�Á¨�
�µµ� �å�¼×Ò� ¯Ò� ���×­Į� \Áį� 2� ×­�¼³� ìÁÜ�
because your witness has shown us 
the road, the method by which we 
can always recognize whether we 
are walking the educational path 
the Movement introduces to us, or 
¼Á×Į� FÁ¼�� Á¨� ×­�� Î�Ò×� »�××�ÎÒį� ÒÁ�
let’s not waste our time measur-
¯¼©�ÁÜÎÒ�µå�ÒĮ�p­�×� �Á¼��Î¼Ò�ÜÒ� ¯Ò�
whether the Movement’s proposal, 
the gaze the Movement educates us 
×Á�­�å��ŁŊa­¯Ò�¯Ò�+Á�’Ò�æ¯µµ��¼��2���-
³¼Áæµ��©��¯×Ĺ�2�����Ì×�¯×Ĺ�2��»�Î����
¯×Ōł� ­�µÌÒ� ¼ÁÜÎ¯Ò­� ¯¼� ÜÒ� »ÁÎ�� �¼��
more a judgment so full of light it 
helps us to adhere; a judgment full 
Á¨� �÷¨��×¯Á¼Į� p�� Ò��� ¯×� �å�Îì� ��ìį�
from the moment we wake up in the 
morning: what sentiment prevails 
¯¼�»�ĵ�p���Á¼’t necessarily need a 
death or something that makes us 
ÒÜ÷¨�ÎĮ� žµµ� æ�� ¼���� ¯Ò� ×Á� Î��Á©¼¯ñ��
what is giving us life the moment 
æ��æ�³��ÜÌĮ

Anna Kim: Every point, every judg-
ment, and every witness from the Spir-

itual Exercises of the Fraternity were 
living words for me, ones that touched 
my heart and directly applied to my life. 
You spoke to us with the love of a father, 
trusting our freedom as adults. Thank 
you for this! One of the most important 
points for me was about “the place of 
hope,” when you said that it is “a place 
[in which]... Christ is present and alive” 
(J. Carrón, 2Ò�a­�Î��0ÁÌ�ĵ, Ed. Nuo-
vo Mondo, Milan 2021, p. 137). It was 
about the companionship. This past 
year has been very dramatic for me, as 
it has been for everyone. But it was also 
a time of grace because, through the 
Å}ª¶ğ� Ð¨�� ��ÅÇªÜ}Ðª»¶Ëğ� Ð¨�� �ªǟǝ�Ó¯Ðª�Ëğ�
and the trials, I clearly recognized that 
witnesses, my friends in the Movement 
and our community in Karaganda, are 
as necessary for me as the air I breathe. 
I saw how, outside the community, my 
life fades; it is obliterated. My “I” with-
ers and I become like “a boat longing for 
the sea and yet afraid” and I realize that 
I say, “I hope so…” but without hope. 
Soon, I will have to leave Karaganda 
¢»Ç�}�¯»¶£�Ðªµ�ğ�}¶��Ýª¯¯�¯ªÜ��ª¶��ªǟǝ�Ó¯Ð�
conditions, facing a great number of 
challenges. I will be in a place where the 
Internet doesn’t always work very well. 
How can I not lose hope? How can I ex-
perience the “fullness of Christ” outside 
of the community? 
Carrón: pÁ¼��Î¨Üµı�a­¯Ò�»Áå��æ¯µµ�
teach you what you mean by the 
æÁÎ�Ò�Ŋ�Á»»Ü¼¯×ìŌ��¼��Ŋ�Á»Ì�¼-
¯Á¼Ò­¯ÌĮŌ�vÁÜ�æ¯µµ�×�Ò×�­Áæ�ìÁÜ�­�å��
lived the companionship during 
ìÁÜÎ� ×¯»�� ¯¼� <�Î�©�¼��Į� vÁÜ� æ¯µµ�
be able to realize whether you have 
lived it for what it is–that is, the 
thing that continually introduces 
us to the discovery of a meaning 
for life, as a gaze we have to learn 
continually, so you will also have to 
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learn it in the new place–or as something mechanical in which, by being 
Ì­ìÒ¯��µµì�ÌÎ�Ò�¼×į�ìÁÜ�×­¯¼³�ìÁÜÎ�Ò�µ¨Ņ�æ�Î�¼�ÒÒ��Ü×Á»�×¯��µµì�©ÎÁæÒĮ�2¼�
the face of this new situation, you will understand what really accompa-
¼¯�Ò�ìÁÜĮ�a­�×��Á�Ò¼ō×�»��¼�ìÁÜ�æÁ¼ō×�¼�������Á»Ì�¼¯Á¼Ò­¯Ì�ÁÎ�×­�×�×­�Î��
æÁ¼ō×�������Á»Ì�¼¯Á¼Ò­¯Ì�æ­�Î��ìÁÜ��Î�Į�2×�æ¯µµ����ÜÌ�×Á�ìÁÜ�×Á�Î��Á©¼¯ñ��
¯×į� ¯¼� ×­��æ�ì��­Î¯Ò×�»�³�Ò� ¯×�ÌÁÒÒ¯�µ�� ¨ÁÎ� ìÁÜ� ×Á��ëÌ�Î¯�¼��� ¯×į� ×­��æ�ì�
0�����Á»Ì�¼¯�Ò�ìÁÜ� ¯¼�×­��¼�æ�Ìµ���Į�vÁÜÎ�»Áå��æ¯µµ�����¼�ÁÌÌÁÎ×Ü¼¯-
ty to go deeper in understanding the content of the companionship you 
»�×�¯¼�<�Î�©�¼��Į�2×�¯Ò���Î��µ��­�µµ�¼©�į�×Á�­�µÌ�ìÁÜ�Ü¼��ÎÒ×�¼��×­�×�×­��
×­¯¼©Ò�æ��Ò�ì�×Á����­�Á×­�Î��Î��¼Á×�±ÜÒ×�æÁÎ�ÒĮ�žµµ�æ��­�å��×Á��Á�¯Ò�×­¯¼³�Á¨�
how we lived this time of pandemic, during which we could not do many 
×­¯¼©Ò�¯¼�Ì�ÎÒÁ¼Į�p���µµ�Ò�æ�×­�×�×­ÁÒ��æ­Á�æ�Î��Î��µµì�æ¯µµ¯¼©�×Á������-
companied, in the way that the Mystery allowed–gestures by video con-
¼��×¯Á¼į�ÒÜ�­��Ò�×­���ë�Î�¯Ò�Ò��¼��\�­ÁÁµ�Á¨��Á»»Ü¼¯×ì��¼��Î���¯¼©�×­��
×�ë×Ò�ÌÎÁÌÁÒ��ńµ��Î¼����¼��Ü¼��ÎÒ×ÁÁ��ÒÁ»�×­¯¼©��ÒÒ�¼×¯�µ�̈ ÁÎ�µ¯¨�Į�FÁæį�
all of us, whether we like it or not, are testing whether or not during the 
pandemic we learned and understood something useful when we faced 

¼�æ� �­�µµ�¼©�ÒĮ� a­¯¼³� ­Áæ� »�¼ì�
of us thought that the arrival of the 
å¯ÎÜÒį�æ¯×­� ×­�� �Á¼Ò�ÍÜ�¼×� ¯»ÌÁÒ-
sibility of participating in the ges-
tures of the Movement in the usual 
way, would make us feel orphaned, 
would deprive us of the communi-
ty, preventing us from enjoying the 
æ¯×¼�ÒÒ�Òı� 2¼Ò×���į� æ­�×� æ�� ­�å��
�ëÌ�Î¯�¼���� ¯¼� Î���¼×�»Á¼×­Ò� ­�Ò�
made us aware that Christ contin-
Ü�Ò� ×Á� ³��Ì� ÜÒ� �Á»Ì�¼ì� ¯¼� Ü¼�ë-
Ì��×��� �¼�� Ü¼ÌÎ��¯�×��µ�� æ�ìÒĮ�
So, you can leave and go where you 
must go with curiosity: “Let’s see 
how Christ will keep me company 
¯¼�×­¯Ò�¼�æ�Ò¯×Ü�×¯Á¼ĮŌ�a­¯Ò�¯Ò��µµ�×­��
more interesting considering your 
current communication possibili-
ties–nothing you’ve had so far will 
���×�³�¼��æ�ì�¨ÎÁ»�ìÁÜĮ�X¯©­×�¼Áæ�
you can connect to the gestures of 
the community in Karaganda; you 
can continue to develop the rela-
tionships with your friends; you 
can go to the CL website to read 
updates from the life of the Move-
ment around the world; you can 
continue to receive all the richness 
of life of the Christian community 
Á¨��Á»»Ü¼¯Á¼��¼��>¯��Î�×¯Á¼Į�a­��
community will accompany you ev-
erywhere, even if you go to the ends 
Á¨� ×­��æÁÎµ�ı� a­�� Á¼µì� ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼� ¯Ò�
whether you, in the new situation 
¯¼�æ­¯�­�ìÁÜ�õ¼��ìÁÜÎÒ�µ¨į�æ¯µµ���-
cept a certain mode of companion-
ship, as you accepted it during the 
×¯»��×­��Ì�¼��»¯��æ�Ò�ÒÌÎ���¯¼©Į�
That way, you will be able to see 
what incredible maturity you can 
gain by going deeper into the val-
Ü��Á¨�×­���Á»Ì�¼¯Á¼Ò­¯ÌĮ�a­�¼�ìÁÜ�
��¼�×�µµ��µµ�Á¨�ÜÒ���ÁÜ×�¯×Į�
Anna Kim: Thank you!
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Lali: When you talked about waiting and expectation at the 
Spiritual Exercises, I remembered a colleague at work, whom 
I asked how things were going, whether she liked what she was 
doing. To these questions, my colleagues usually reply that it is 
better not to expect anything, because then you risk being dis-
appointed. Better not to wait for anything, so you will not be 
disappointed. I remembered that this happened once in my life: 
I waited for certain events to take place with an idea of how I 
wanted them to go, but they went otherwise and then I felt great 
disappointment and sadness. I was reminded of it reading the 
text of the Exercises. When I listened to the School of Commu-
nity with you, I was struck when you said that we can only un-
derstand what we read and what we witness at the School of 
�»µµÓ¶ªÐã�}¶��}Ð�»ÓÇ�µ��Ðª¶£�}ǡÐ�Ç�Ý��¨}Ü��¯ªÜ���ªÐĞ�*»Ç�µ�ğ�
ªÐ�Ý}Ë�}¶�}¶ËÝ�Ç�Ð»�}�ÆÓ�ËÐª»¶�1�ÅÇ�Üª»ÓË¯ã�¨}�����}ÓË�ğ�}ǡÐ�Ç�
the catastrophic events that occurred in my life, above all the 
death of my husband, it was as if I was stuck. I did not feel hope 
or expectation in me. Yesterday, my mother and my aunt both 
got out of the hospital; they are still very weak yet I am grate-
ful that they are better. But when they were in a critical state, 
between life and death, I could not understand and I wondered: 

“What is happening in my life? What does God want from my 
life? Why does all this have to happen to me now?” In this ter-
ror, I suddenly realized, with a clarity I never had before, that 
God was embracing me. Along with this feeling of being em-
braced, hope also appeared; I realized that everything had been 
Ð}­�¶�}Ý}ã�}¶��}¯¯�Ð¨}Ð�Ý}Ë�¯�ǡÐ�Ý}Ë�¨»Å�Ğ�_¨ªË�¨»Å��}¯¯»Ý���
me to lay down at least a little of that burden I had been car-
rying because I was able to share my questions with the One 
who can really respond. Rereading the School of Community, 
I understood that this hope, which appeared a month ago, or 
maybe three weeks ago, generated expectation and faith in me. 
It is an expectation not like the one before, when I knew what 
I wanted and how things had to go, but an open waiting, full 
»¢�¶���ğ�¢Ó¯¯�»¢�}ÐÐ�¶Ðª»¶�}¶��Ð¨ªÇËÐ�¢»Ç�¢Ó¯ǝ¯µ�¶ÐĞ�_¨�¶�1�}Ë­���
myself the question, “What is this waiting?” and I realized that 
it is waiting to be happy, with great openness and simplicity. 
Carrón: ��¼�2��Ò³�ìÁÜ���ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼ĵ
Lali: Of course.
Carrón: How did you come to the awareness, so sud-
��¼µìį�×­�×�+Á��æ�Ò��»�Î��¯¼©�ìÁÜĵ�2×�Ò��»���µ¯³��ìÁÜ�
æ�Î�� ¼Á×� �ëÌ��×¯¼©� �¼ì×­¯¼©� �¼�� ìÁÜ� �Ò³��� ìÁÜÎÒ�µ¨į�
Ŋp­�×� �Á�Ò�+Á��æ�¼×� ¨ÎÁ»�»ì� µ¯¨�ĵŌ� a­�¼į� ÒÜ���¼µìį�
ÒÁ»�×­¯¼©�­�ÌÌ�¼���×Á�ìÁÜĭ�Ŋ2�Î��µ¯ñ��İ�×­�×�+Á��æ�Ò�
�»�Î��¯¼©�»�İ��¼��­ÁÌ���ÌÌ��Î��ĮŌ�0Áæ��¯��×­�×�¯¼-
tuition begin in you? 
Lali: At that moment, my thoughts, my strength, my way of 
seeing, and my attempts were so small, but my sense of being 
nothing, a beggar, was so strong that, in my begging, misery, 
and poverty I was brought to silence. The “loudest” thing of all 
was the expectation. I realized that I cannot do anything now 
because I’m powerless, I’m needy; I can only cry out, pray, and 
ask. And, in that moment, a smile appeared amidst the tears, 
along with the concrete feeling that, apart from hope, there 
Ý}Ë�¶»Ð¨ª¶£��¯Ë��¯�ǡÐĞ��Ü�ÇãÐ¨ª¶£�Ý}Ë�¯ªǡÐ���¢Ç»µ�µ�ğ��â��ÅÐ�¢»Ç�
hope. Or I could say I gave permission for something that has 
always been in me to come out.
Carrón: 2�æ�¼×�ÜÒ�×Á�Ü¼��ÎÒ×�¼��æ­�×­�Î�¯×�æ�Ò�±ÜÒ×��¼�
instinctive reaction to your powerlessness, or if it was 
ÒÁ»�×­¯¼©� �µÒ�Į�p­ìį� ÒÜ���¼µìį� ¨ÎÁ»�æ¯×­¯¼� ìÁÜÎ� ¨��µ-
¯¼©�Á¨�ÌÁæ�Îµ�ÒÒ¼�ÒÒį�±ÜÒ×��Ò�ìÁÜ�Ò��»���×Á�����ëÌ��×¯¼©�
nothing, did the certainty that God was embracing you 
�»�Î©�ĵ�2¨�ìÁÜ��Á�¼Á×��Á»��×Á�Ò���æ­�×�­�Ò�­�ÌÌ�¼���×Á�
ìÁÜį�¯¨�ìÁÜ��Á�¼Á×�©Î�ÒÌ�×­��¨Üµµ�Ò�ÁÌ��Á¨�×­���ëÌ�Î¯�¼���
ìÁÜ�­�å��­��į�×Á»ÁÎÎÁæ�ìÁÜ�æ¯µµ�õ¼��ìÁÜÎÒ�µ¨���¨�¼Ò�-
µ�ÒÒ��©�¯¼�¯¼�×­��¨����Á¨����¯÷¨�Î�¼×į�Ü¼¨ÁÎ�Ò��¼�Ò¯×Ü�×¯Á¼Į�

“Even now, 
as we begin to 
slowly return 
to our usual way 
of life, each of us 
will be able to see 
whether we have 
wasted the time 
of the pandemic
or whether 
we have grown.”
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Carrón: So, what is that “some-
×­¯¼©ĵŌ�2¨�¯×’s not something you do, 
if it’s not something other people 
�Áį�æ­�×� ¯Ò� ¯×ĵ�p­�×� ¯×� ¯Òĵ�p��¼����
to come to the point of clearly iden-
×¯¨ì¯¼©�æ­�×�×­¯Ò�ŊÒÁ»�×­¯¼©Ō�¯ÒĮ�
Lali: Christ who is near to me each day.
Carrón: How do you know?
Lali: I don’t know how to express it… I 
know because of my dialogue with Him, 
because of a Presence when I wake up in 
the morning and understand that I am 
not alone, because of a hope that was not 
there before and now is. I understand 
that I can do nothing, but there is an 
Other who holds me together.
Carrón: p­�×� ¯Ò� ×­�� »ÁÒ×� Á�å¯ÁÜÒ�
sign that there is “an Other who 
­Áµ�Ò� ìÁÜ� ×Á©�×­�ÎĵŌ� p­�×� ¯Ò� ×­��
most obvious sign that you see as 
soon as you wake up?
Lali: The fact that everything is resolved 
in a way even beyond what I could have 
expected.
Carrón: vÁÜ�Ò×¯µµ��Á�¼Á×�³¼Áæ�­Áæ�
the morning will go, but as soon as 

2Ò�¯×�Î��ÒÁ¼��µ��×Á��ëÌ��×�ÒÁ»�×­¯¼©ĵ�
p­�×�»�³�Ò�×­¯Ò�æ�¯×¯¼©�Î��ÒÁ¼��µ�į�
ÒÁ�×­�×�¯×�¯Ò�¼Á×�Ò¯»Ìµì���øµ��×¯¼©�¨��µ-
ing that can be swept away tomor-
ÎÁæ��ì� ÒÁ»��Ü¼�ëÌ��×��� �å�¼×ĵ��Á�
ìÁÜ�Ü¼��ÎÒ×�¼��×­��ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼ĵ
Lali: Yes, I do. Probably what has hap-
pened to me since January, since my 
husband died, is that this event has 
radically changed my gaze, my way of 
seeing. Because, as our friend said at 
the beginning, the death of my husband 
was the beginning of an experience that 
caused me to almost run into the fact 
that I could embrace the Father’s will.
Carrón: ž¼�� æ­�×� ¯Ò� ×­¯Ò� �¯÷¨�Î�¼×�
way of looking?
Lali. 1�Ë���ªÐ�ª¶�Ð¨��¢}�Ð�Ð¨}Ð�1�ǝ¶}¯¯ã�Ç��-
ognized how what happens in my life 
happens not because someone is punish-
ing me because I did something wrong, 
but because Someone loves me and is 
with me in this tempest.
Carrón: But how do you know there 
¯Ò� \Á»�Á¼�� æ­Á� µÁå�Ò� ìÁÜĵ� vÁÜ�
��¼¼Á×�©�×��ì�æ¯×­�±ÜÒ×�×­���÷õÎ»�-
×¯Á¼ńŊ\Á»�Á¼��µÁå�Ò�»�ŌńìÁÜ�¼����
to understand why a statement like 
×­�×�¯Ò�Î��ÒÁ¼��µ�Į
Lali: Because, as I said, I had my friends 
there with me every day, and I received 
the answer through concrete faces.
Carrón: p­ì�̄ Ò�×­��­�µÌ�ìÁÜÎ�̈ Î¯�¼�Ò�
give not simply a kind of consola-
tion, considering that they cannot 
give back to you what has been tak-
en away?
Lali: Because it is something that re-
sponds to my heart. This experience of 
begging, of poverty, this being nothing 
in His presence shows me that there is 
something I am not doing myself, and 
that it doesn’t depend on my thoughts, 
µã�}�Ðª»¶Ëğ�»Ç�µã��ǟ¢»ÇÐËĞ�1�Ý»Ó¯��¶»Ð����
able to generate it.

you wake up everything is already 
there! 
Lali: Yes, because it is a love and a mer-
cy. I don’t know how to describe it, but 
in the morning, you wake up and know 
that you are not afraid, because your 
dad loves you.
Carrón: Let’s take a good look at 
×­¯ÒĮ� *����� æ¯×­� ×­�� �­�µµ�¼©�Ò� Á¨�
µ¯å¯¼©į� ���­� Á¨� ÜÒ� ×�Ò×Òį� ÁÎ� å�Î¯õ�Òį�
×­��Ì�×­�­��­�Ò� ×Î�å�µ��Į�p���µµ��Á�
×­¯Ò�å�Î¯õ��×¯Á¼į�¼Á×�±ÜÒ×�×­ÁÒ��æ­Á�
are going through some misfor-
tune, like the ones you shared with 
ÜÒį� �¼�� �Î�� Ò×Î¯ÌÌ��� Á¨� �å�Îì×­¯¼©Į�
Even now, at this moment, as we 
��©¯¼ń�×�µ��Ò×�­�Î��̄ ¼�2×�µìń×Á�ÒµÁæµì�
return to our usual way of life, each 
of us will be able to see whether we 
have wasted the time of the pan-
��»¯�� ÁÎ� æ­�×­�Î� æ�� ­�å�� ©ÎÁæ¼Į�
vÁÜ��Î��¼Áæ�å�Î¯¨ì¯¼©�æ­�×­�Î�æ­�×�
happened to you, and what you 
described–your husband’s death, 
your mom’s illness–made you grow, 
made you learn to have a gaze you 

“For an event such 
as death or illness 
to open wide our eyes is 
quite understandable. 
But it is not enough for a 
person to learn something; 
and if he does not learn, 
}ǡÐ�Ç�}�Ý¨ª¯��¨��Ë¯ª��Ë��}�­�
into his old routine.”
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�¯�¼ō×�­�å����¨ÁÎ�Į�a­¯Ò�¯Ò��ÎÜ�¯�µĮ�ž�\Ì�¼¯Ò­�¨Î¯�¼��Ò�¼×�»���¼��Î×¯�µ��¯¼�El 
Paísį��ì�XÁÒ��EÁ¼×�ÎÁ�Łsee p. 4łį�¯¼�æ­¯�­�×­��±ÁÜÎ¼�µ¯Ò×�æÎ¯×�Ò���ÁÜ×�­Áæ�Ò­��
watched from the window in her neighborhood in Madrid the beginning of 
the return to life of so many people who were eagerly waiting to see their 
¨Î¯�¼�Ò��©�¯¼į�×Á�©Á�ÁÜ×�×Á��¯¼¼�Îį�×Á��¼±Áì�×­¯¼©Ò��©�¯¼Į�\­��Ò�æ�×­�»���µ-
��Î�×¯¼©�æ¯×­��¼�Ŋ¯¼Ò�×¯��µ��­Ü¼©�Î� ¨ÁÎ�­�ÌÌ¯¼�ÒÒįŌ�æ¯×­�ŊÒÁ�»Ü�­���Ò¯Î��
×Á�Ò�×�×­��¼¯©­×�Á¼�õÎ�į�×Á�ÌÁÒÒ�ÒÒ�µ¯¨�ĮŌ�a­�¼į�Ò­��¯»»��¯�×�µì��Ò³Ò�­�ÎÒ�µ¨į�
Ŋ0Áæ�»�¼ì�Ì�ÁÌµ��æ�¼×�×Á�����­�ÌÌì�×­�×�»ÁÎ¼¯¼©��×���æ¼İĵŌ��¼��Ŋ0Áæ�
many have fallen back into the human dissatisfaction, which we all know so 
æ�µµį��¼��̄ ¼×Á�×­�×��¼¼Áì¯¼©�̄ ¼��¯µ¯×ì�×Á��ëÌ�Î¯�¼�����Î×�¯¼į�×�¼©¯�µ�į�Ò¯»Ìµ��
Î��µ¯×ìĵŌ�\­�����Òį�Ŋa­��Ì�¼��»¯��Ò­ÁÜµ��­�å��×�Ü©­×�ÜÒ�ÒÁ»�×­¯¼©ĮĮĮ��Ü×�
2�¨��Î�æ��æ¯µµ�µ��Î¼�¼Á×­¯¼©ĮŌ�2¼�×Á��ìōÒ�ÌÎ�ÒÒ�Î�å¯�æį�×­�Î��¯Ò��¼�¯¼×�Îå¯�æ�
with the Belarusian Nobel Prize winner Svetlana Aleksievich, which begins 
æ¯×­�­�Î�Ò�ì¯¼©į�Ŋp��æ¯µµ�¨ÁÎ©�×�×­¯Ò�×¯»��Á¨�×­��Ì�¼��»¯�ĹŌ�æ��æ¯µµ�¼Á×�Î�-
»�»��Î�¯×Į�Ŋa­�×�¯Ò�­Áæ�»�¼�¯Ò�»���Į�0����Ò¯µì�¨ÁÎ©�×Ò��µµ�×­���å¯µ�×­�×���-
¨�µµÒ�­¯»ĮŌ�ž¼��Ò­��ÜÒ�Ò�×­���ë�»Ìµ��Á¨�×­��¨��×�×­�×���¼�æ�¼Ü�µ��Î���¼×�Î�
has been built precisely in Belarus, the place hardest hit by the Chernobyl 
�¯Ò�Ò×�ÎĮ�Ŋa­�×�¯Ò�­Áæ�»�¼�¯Ò�»���Į�0��¨ÁÎ©�×ÒŌ�Ł\Į�žµ�³Ò¯�å¯�­į�Ŋ2µ�¼ÁÒ×ÎÁ�
¨Ü×ÜÎÁ��Á»¯¼�¯�����ÒÒÁŌ�ĿŊKÜÎ�*Ü×ÜÎ����©¯¼Ò�FÁæŌŀį�¯¼×�Îå¯�æ��ì�XĮ���Ò×�µ-
letti in Robinson, la Repubblicaį�E�ì�ăĊį�ăāăĂłĮ�2×�¯Ò��¼�µÁ©ÁÜÒ�×Á�×­��æ�ì�×­��
\Ì�¼¯Ò­�±ÁÜÎ¼�µ¯Ò×�×­¯¼³Ò���ÁÜ×�×­��Ì�¼��»¯�Į�p���Î��»����×­¯Ò�æ�ìĹ�æ���Á�
¼Á×�µ��Î¼�¨ÎÁ»�æ­�×�­�ÌÌ�¼ÒĮ�EÁ¼×�ÎÁ�¯¼Ò¯Ò×Ò�Ò­��­�Ò��µÎ���ì�Ò��¼�¯×�»�¼ì�
×¯»�Òį�¨ÁÎ��ë�»Ìµ��¯¼�¨Î¯�¼�Ò�æ­Á�­�å�����¼��¯�©¼ÁÒ���æ¯×­���¼��ÎĮ�p­�¼�
×­�ì�õ¼��ÁÜ×į�¯¼�×­��¨����Á¨��å¯��¼���×­�×�×�ÎÎ¯õ�Ò�×­�»į�×­�ì�Ŋ�ÒÒÜÎ��ÜÒ�×­�×�
×­���¯Ò��Ò��­�Ò�ÁÌ�¼���×­�¯Î��ì�ÒįŌ�æ­¯�­�¯Ò�×Á�Ò�ì�ÁÌ�¼���æ¯���×­�¯Î�©�ñ�ń

the same thing that happened to 
you–and they reiterate that “if they 
overcome it, they will never again 
waste their time worrying about 
nonsense or stop appreciating the 
×ÎÜ��å�µÜ��Á¨� µ¯¨�įŌ�æ­�×� ¯Ò��ÒÒ�¼×¯�µ�
×Á������µ�� ×Á� µ¯å�Į�ž¼ìÁ¼�į��å�¼�×­��
most distracted person, is pushed 
to open his gaze when a dramatic 
�¯Î�Ü»Ò×�¼���Á��ÜÎÒĮ��Ü×� ×­�¼į� ×­��
journalist adds, when those same 
¨Î¯�¼�Ò�ŊÎ��Áå�Î�Ł×­�¼³�©ÁÁ�¼�ÒÒłİ�
a few years later, they relapse into 
the same mental outrage, the same 
confusion about what they are and 
æ­�×� ×­�ì� æ�¼×ĮŌ� 2¼� Á×­�Î� æÁÎ�Òį�
they go back to the same way of 
living and seeing things as they 
­��� ��¨ÁÎ�Į� a­¯Ò� ¯Ò� ×­�� ÌÁ¯¼×Į� *ÁÎ�
an event such as death or illness to 
ÁÌ�¼�æ¯���ÁÜÎ��ì�Ò� ¯Ò�ÍÜ¯×��Ü¼��Î-
Ò×�¼���µ�Į� �Ü×� ¯×� ¯Ò� ¼Á×� �¼ÁÜ©­� ¯¼�
order for a person to learn some-
×­¯¼©Ĺ��¼��¯¨�­���Á�Ò�¼Á×�µ��Î¼į��ù×�Î�
a while he slides back into his old 

Ų
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ÎÁÜ×¯¼�Į�a­�×ōÒ�æ­ì�2�¯¼Ò¯Ò×���Á¼��Ò³¯¼©�ìÁÜ�æ­�×�¯Ò�×­�×�
ŊÒÁ»�×­¯¼©Ō� ìÁÜ�æ�Î�� ×�µ³¯¼©� ��ÁÜ×Į�EÁ¼×�ÎÁ� �Á¼×¯¼-
ues talking about herself: “And the same thing happens 
×Á�»�ĮĮĮĮ� �2�­�å�����¼�æÎ¯×¯¼©�Á¼�×­¯Ò�ÒÜ�±��×�¨ÁÎ�ì��ÎÒį�
giving educated advice on the need to learn to live in the 
ÌÎ�Ò�¼×įŌ� �Ü×� Ŋ×­�Î�� ¯Ò� �¼� ��ìÒ»�µ� �¯÷¨�Î�¼��� ��×æ��¼�
what you think and whether you assume that thought 
¯¼×Á�ìÁÜÎ��Á�ìįŌ�»��¼¯¼©�×­�×���×­ÁÜ©­×�Ì�Î»��×�Ò�µ¯¨��
�¼�����Á»�Ò�»¯¼�Į�\­���Á¼×¯¼Ü�Òį�Ŋ2×�¯Ò��¯÷õ�Üµ×�×Á�µ¯å��
���ÁÎ�¯¼©�×Á�æ­�×�ìÁÜ���µ¯�å�Ō�Łæ��æÁÜµ��Ò�ì�×­���ÎÜ�¯�µ�
¯ÒÒÜ��¯Ò�×­�×�Á¨��ëÌ�Î¯�¼��łĮ�\Áį�æ­�×��Á�æ���Áĵ�ŊFÁæ�2�
am here, like almost everyone else, unconsciously post-
poning happiness to a time that is always a little further 
�æ�ìĮŌ�p���µæ�ìÒ�ÌÜ×�Á÷¨�ÁÜÎ�¨Üµõµµ»�¼×���µ¯××µ��¨ÜÎ×­�Î�
¯¼×Á� ×­�� ¨Ü×ÜÎ�į�EÁ¼×�ÎÁ�Ü¼��Îµ¯¼�ÒĮ�ž¼��æ��Ŋµ¯å�� ×­¯Ò�
µ¯¨�� �Ò� ¯¨� æ�� ­��� �¼Á×­�Î� ¯¼� ÁÜÎ� ÒÜ¯×��Ò�įŌ� Ò­��æÎ¯×�Òį�
ÍÜÁ×¯¼©�0�»¯¼©æ�ìĮ�a­�¼�Ò­�����Ò�×­�×�Ŋæ��æ�Ò×��ÁÜÎ�
days stupidly, postponing the full consciousness of liv-
ing until another moment, as if the present were just 
a way station, a boring stage on our rough journey to 
æ­Á�³¼ÁæÒ�æ­�Î�Į�2×�¯Ò��Ò�¯¨�æ���Î��Ì�ÎÌ�×Ü�µµì�Á¼�×­��
conveyor belt of an airport, passengers in eternal move-
»�¼×�×Áæ�Î�Ò�¼Áæ­�Î�įŌ����­�Á¨�ÜÒ�×­¯¼³¯¼©į�Ŋ2�æ¯µµ����
­�ÌÌì�æ­�¼�2�Î���­�»ì���Ò×¯¼�×¯Á¼ĮŌ�2¼�Á×­�Î�æÁÎ�Òį�æ��
æÁÜµ��Ò�ìį�æ­�¼�2�Î���­�»ì���Ò×¯¼ìĮ�Ŋa­������¼�æÒ�¯ÒįŌ�
×­��±ÁÜÎ¼�µ¯Ò×��Á¼�µÜ��Òį�Ŋ×­�×�æ��¼�å�Î��ÎÎ¯å�Į�a­�Î��¯Ò�
Á¼µì�×Á��ìį�×­��­�Î���¼��¼ÁæĮŌ
2¨� 2� ­�å�� ÌÜÒ­��� ìÁÜ� ×Á� �µ��Îµì� Ü¼��ÎÒ×�¼�� æ­�×� ìÁÜ�
­�å���ëÌ�Î¯�¼���į�¯×�¯Ò�����ÜÒ��2��Á�¼Á×�æ�¼×�×­¯Ò�×Á����
the conclusion that we, too, reach in time: postponing 
happiness to the future, but in the end only fooling our-
selves that we will reach it, because in reality there is 
Á¼µì�×Á��ìį�×­��­�Î���¼��¼ÁæĮ�
Starting with what you said before, how would you re-
spond to this reporter who had the guts to write some-
×­¯¼©�µ¯³��×­�×ĵ�p����¼�Ò�ì�×­�×�Ċāŧ�Á¨�­�Î�Ò×ÁÎì�¯Ò�µ¯³��
ìÁÜÎÒĭ�ìÁÜ�×ÁÁ�æ�Î��ÌÎÁåÁ³��į�ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼��į��¼���×�õÎÒ×�
ìÁÜ� ×­ÁÜ©­×� ¯×� æ�Ò� ��××�Î� ¼Á×� ×Á� �ëÌ��×� �¼ì×­¯¼©� ÒÁ�
you wouldn’×� ��� �¯Ò�ÌÌÁ¯¼×��Į� 2¼� ×­ÁÒ�� »Á»�¼×Òį� ¯¼�
the face of great sadness when your husband died and 
when your mother got sick, you tested the solidity of the 
±ÁÜÎ¼�ì�ìÁÜĸå��×Î�å�µµ��Į��Á�ìÁÜ�­�å���¼ì×­¯¼©�¯¼�ìÁÜÎ�
�ëÌ�Î¯�¼���×­�×���¼��Á¼×Î��¯�×�æ­�×�×­¯Ò�±ÁÜÎ¼�µ¯Ò×�Ò�ìÒĵ�
Life now is so global that Madrid dialogues with Khar-
³Áå��¼��<­�Î³Áå�Î�ÒÌÁ¼�Ò�×Á�E��Î¯�Į

Lali: First of all, the fact is that I lived as I described: in the 
beginning, it was me, with my plans, but then something 
happened. And I ask and pray that I never forget what hap-
Å�¶��Ğ�_¨���ªǟ¢�Ç�¶���ªË�Ð¨}Ð�¶»Ý�1�}µ�}ÐÐ�¶ÐªÜ��Ð»�Ç�}¯ªÐã�}¶��
not to my plans.
Carrón: \Áį�æ­�×�¯Ò�×­���¯÷¨�Î�¼���¯¼�×­��ÌÎ�Ò�¼×ĵ�2�Î�-
Ì��×� ×­�� ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼Į� 4ÜÒ×� ¼Áæį� ��×æ��¼� ÜÒį� ÒÁ»�×­¯¼©�
happened, and whoever intervenes now must be in dia-
µÁ©Ü��æ¯×­�æ­�×��»�Î©���¨ÎÁ»�æ­�×�­�ÌÌ�¼��Į�a­¯Ò�¯Ò�
how we test whether we have gained something during 
the pandemic, or whether we have wasted the opportu-
¼¯×ì��¼��Ò×¯µµ�¼����×Á�µ��Î¼Į

Thiry: Can you help clarify the question?  
Carrón: The issue is understanding what our friend has 
introduced with her story: a new factor, which is deci-
Ò¯å�� ¯¼�Î�ÒÌÁ¼�¯¼©�×Á�×­��\Ì�¼¯Ò­� ±ÁÜÎ¼�µ¯Ò×Į�0Áæ���¼�
we say, in a way that is not pietistic, “God is embracing 
»��¼ÁæĵŌ�a­��æ�ì�æ��Ò�ì�×­�Ò��×­¯¼©Ò� ¯Ò�Áù×�¼�Ì¯�×¯Ò-
tic and does not respond to the real challenges that we 
­�å�į�ÒÁ�¯¼�×­���¼��æ���Á�¼Á×�³¼Áæ�æ­�×�×Á�Ò�ìĮ

Miko: I am from Azerbaijan, and I still have just one question, 
starting from the pandemic. For those of us who have faith, who 
are believers, it is easy to understand the existence of hope. But 
we are not alone here; we have a people all around us, the people 
we love, our friends. And because of COVID, the people around 
us lost their jobs; they lost their loved ones; they are stressed. We 
cannot easily explain the existence of hope to them, because either 
they do not believe or they have denied its existence. What meth-
od should we follow to better explain to them that there is hope?
Carrón: a­¯Ò�̄ Ò�Ŋ×­�Ō�ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼ı�\¯¼���æ��­�å��¼Á×����Á»��
aware of the reason for hope, we do not know what to 
Ò�ì�×Á�×­ÁÒ��æ­Á��Ò³�ÜÒ�×­¯Ò�ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼Į�a­¯Ò�¯Ò�æ­ìį�æ¯×­�
ÁÜÎ�¨Î¯�¼�į�2�¯¼Ò¯Ò×���ÜÌÁ¼�×­��¼����×Á����Á»���æ�Î��Á¨�
×­��Î��ÒÁ¼�¨ÁÎ�­�Î�­ÁÌ���¼��ÁÜÎÒĮ�K×­�Îæ¯Ò�į�æ��×ÁÁ�æ¯µµ�
¼Á×������µ��×Á�æ¯×¼�ÒÒ�¯×�×Á�×­��æÁÎµ�Į�2×�¯Ò�¼Á×�õÎÒ×�Á¨��µµ�
��ÌÎÁ�µ�»�¨ÁÎ�Á×­�ÎÒĹ�¯×�¯Ò�ÁÜÎ�ÌÎÁ�µ�»Į�a­��ÌÎÁ�µ�»�¯Ò�
ÁÜÎ�µ��³�Á¨�Ò�µ¨Ņ�æ�Î�¼�ÒÒĮ�\Á�2�×­�¼³�ìÁÜį�����ÜÒ��ìÁÜ�
­�å���»Ì­�Ò¯ñ���×­��ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼��å�¼�»ÁÎ�Į�p��Ò×¯µµ�¼����
×Á�õ¼��×­����©¯¼¼¯¼©Ò�Á¨��¼��¼Òæ�ÎĮ

Julja: I’m from Almaty. While I was listening to what Lali 
said, and as you challenged her, I, too, asked myself what helps 
me to live in dramatic moments and in daily life... In the face 
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of what are usually the most burning 
questions in life, what is the most obvi-
ous sign that Christ is present and helps 
me? Christ is not, in fact, something 
abstract. I would say you are that sign, 
you who have me walk a certain journey 
within the Movement. The way you help 
me do it is also important: not consoling 
µ�� ª¶� �ªǟǝ�Ó¯Ð�µ»µ�¶ÐËğ� �ÓÐ� �¨}¯¯�¶£-
ª¶£�µ��ÝªÐ¨»ÓÐ�»ǟ¢�Çª¶£�Ë¨»ÇÐ�ÓÐËğ�ÝªÐ¨-
»ÓÐ�¯�ÐÐª¶£�µ��»ǟ¢��}ËãĞ
Carrón: 2ōµµ��Á�×­��Ò�»��×Á��ìı
Julja: I know that.
Carrón: �Á¼ō×�×­¯¼³�2�æ¯µµ����×­��Á¼��
æ­Á� ��¼� �¼Òæ�Î� ìÁÜÎ� ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼ÒĮ� 2�
limit myself to helping you, by pro-
voking your reason and your free-
dom in the face of life’s challenges of 
µ¯å¯¼©Į�Kù×�¼į� ¯¼� ¨��×į�æ�� ¨ÁµµÁæ�×­��
same trajectory the Spanish jour-
¼�µ¯Ò×�ÁÎ�ÁÜÎ�¨Î¯�¼����Ò�Î¯���Į�žµµ�Á¨�
us, in certain moments, open our 
�ì�Ò��©�¯¼��¼��Ò�ìį� Ŋ*¯¼�µµìį� 2�­�å��
�­�¼©��� ×­��æ�ì� 2� µÁÁ³� �×� ×­¯¼©ÒıŌ�
but we can only be really sure of 
this if we fully realize what has hap-
Ì�¼��� ×Á� ÜÒĮ� +¯ÜÒÒ�¼¯� �µæ�ìÒ� ×Áµ��
ÜÒń�¼��2ĸµµ�¼�å�Î�©¯å��ÜÌ��»Ì­�Ò¯ñ-
ing this!–that trying certain things 
�Á�Ò�¼Á×��Á¼Ò×¯×Ü×���ëÌ�Î¯�¼��Į�p��
all try things, right? Those who are 
diagnosed with a tumor try certain 
×­¯¼©Ò� �¼�� Ò�ìį� Ŋ2�æÁ¼ĸ×�æ�Ò×�� �¼ì�
»ÁÎ�� ×¯»�ıŌ� �Ü×į� �ù×�Î� ×­�� �¯Ò��Ò�į�
it’Ò����³�×Á�×­��Ò�»��Áµ��ÎÁÜ×¯¼�Į�a­��
only way you can keep from revert-
¯¼©į�2��»�×�µµ¯¼©�ìÁÜį� ¯Ò� ¯¨�ìÁÜ�­�å��
grown in self-awareness, if you have 
committed yourself to judging what 
ìÁÜ� ×Î¯��Į� \Áį� µ�×ōÒ� ©�×� ���³� ×Á� ×­��
ÌÁ¯¼×ĭ�æ­�×�̄ Ò�×­¯Ò��¯÷¨�Î�¼���Á¨�©�ñ��
that we talked about? Otherwise, we 
repeat certain phrases, but without 
really understanding what we are 
×�µ³¯¼©���ÁÜ×Į��

Ý}Ë�¶»Ð��¶»Ó£¨�Ð»�Ë}ã�Ð¨}ÐĞ�Z»ğ�}ǡÐ�Ç�Ð¨��
events that happened in Kazan–where 
a 19-year-old boy walked into a school 
and shot and killed students and teach-
ers–my pupils, who are the same age as 
the kids who were killed, came to me and 
asked, “How do we go on living? We are 
afraid.” In that moment, I realized as 
never before that simply repeating the 
words, “Christ is my hope” is not enough 
to be able to look my students in the eye 
without fear; I need to live with His pres-
ence in every moment. This is a great 
challenge for me, because He calls me to 
look at everything head-on, even when 
I, out of fear when faced with circum-
stances or responsibilities, would rath-
er distract myself. My daily struggle is 
that I don’t want to lose that newness of 
life that I have discovered, but I see that 
1�}µ�»ǡÐ�¶�}¢Ç}ª��Ð»�Ç�ËÅ»¶�Ğ�n¨}Ð��}¶�
help me to overcome this fear?
Carrón: a­¯Ò� ¯Ò�æ­�×� 2�æÁÜµ��¼�å�Î�
spare you: you having to stay in front 
Á¨�ìÁÜÎ�ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼Òı�F�å�Îį� �å�Îı�ž¼��
2�æÁÜµ��¼Á×� �µµÁæ� ìÁÜń����ÜÒ�� ¯×� ¯Ò�
life itself that does not allow you–to 
Ò�ì�Ŋ�­Î¯Ò×�¯Ò�ÁÜÎ�­ÁÌ�Ō��Ò�¯¨�¯×�æ�Î��
merely words, because words are 
¼Á×��¼ÁÜ©­�×Á�­�µÌ�ìÁÜ�µ¯å�Į�p����¼�
Ŋ³¼Áæ� ×­�� Î¯©­×� æÁÎ�ÒįŌ� �Ü×� æ­�¼�
what you described of the middle 
school children killed in Kazan hap-
pens, it is as if they do not carry the 
density of reality to engage with your 
Ò×Ü��¼×ÒĮ�ž¼��×­�¼�æ��­�å��¼Á×­¯¼©�
×Á�Á÷¨�Î�×­�»�����ÜÒ��æ��­�å��¼Á×­-
¯¼©� ×Á�Á÷¨�Î�ÁÜÎÒ�µå�ÒĮ�a­��Á¼µì�æ�ì�
to communicate something to oth-
ers is to be serious, as you said very 
æ�µµį�æ¯×­�ÁÜÎÒ�µå�Òį�æ¯×­�ÁÜÎ�ÍÜ�Ò-
×¯Á¼ÒĮ� 2×� �Á�Ò¼ō×� »�××�Î� ¯¨� ¯×� ×�³�Ò�
ÜÒ� ×¯»�� ×Á� Ü¼��ÎÒ×�¼�Į� a­�� ¨��×� ¯Òį�
reality does not allow us to content 
ÁÜÎÒ�µå�Òĭ�æ­�¼�ìÁÜ�õ¼��ìÁÜÎÒ�µ¨�¯¼�

Julja: In my life, and in the steady jour-
ney that I am walking, which is School 
of Community...
Carrón: 2��©Î��į�\�­ÁÁµ�Á¨��Á»»Ü-
¼¯×ìĮ��Ü×�ìÁÜ���¼¼Á×�©�×��ì�±ÜÒ×�Ò�ì-
¯¼©�×­�×Į�p­�×�¯Ò�×­��Ò×�Ì�Á¨��æ�Î�-
ness that the School of Community 
has helped you to take? Otherwise, it 
would be like going to school with-
out understanding what we are be-
¯¼©� ×Áµ�Į� >��å�� ×­�� ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼� ÁÌ�¼į�
and in the end compare the answer 
you would have given with the one 
×­�×�æ¯µµ��»�Î©�Į�a­�Î�� ¯Ò�¼Á���¼�-
õ×�¯¼�©Ü�ÒÒ¯¼©�×­��Î¯©­×��¼Òæ�Î�Ŋ�ì�
�­�¼��ĮŌ� a­�� ¨Ü¼��»�¼×�µ� ¯ÒÒÜ�� ¯Òį�
õÎÒ×�Á¨��µµį�×­�×�æ���Î���××�¼×¯å���¼��
Ò�Î¯ÁÜÒ�æ¯×­� ×­�� ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼Òį� ÒÁ� ×­�×�
we might grasp answers that are 
×ÎÜµì�ÒÜ÷õ�¯�¼×Į�

Darina: I am a teacher. At the Exercises, 
you invited us to become aware of what 
happened to us this year. During this pe-
riod, thanks to the path you proposed to 
us and to the friends who, though they 
do not live near me, still accompany me 
on this road, I discovered something 
very great. Following a long path, I have 
come to understand that I want to live 
the fullness that I have encountered, but 
it is not simple. Your questions, however, 
teach me to look at life and at myself in a 
way that is true.
Carrón: �ëÌµ�¯¼�×­¯Ò�×­ÁÎÁÜ©­µìĮ
Darina: It's true, because what you pro-
pose is to look at myself, but in a way 
Ð¨}Ð�ªË�Ð»Ð}¯¯ã��ªǟ¢�Ç�¶Ð�¢Ç»µ�¨»Ý�1�ÓË���
to live and how others propose that I 
look at myself. Let me give an example 
Ð»� Ë¨»Ý�Ý¨�Ç�� Ð¨���ªǟǝ�Ó¯Ðã� ¯ª�ËĞ�n¨�¶�
you asked if we have hope, I was ready 
to shout, “Yes! Of course I have hope! 
Our hope is Christ.” But when I ran 
into real life challenges, I realized that it 



15

   July-August 2021

¨ÎÁ¼×�Á¨�×­���­¯µ�Î�¼�³¯µµ���¯¼�<�ñ�¼į�æÁÎ�Ò��Î��¼Á×��¼ÁÜ©­Į�vÁÜ�»¯©­×�©�×�
�¼©Îì�����ÜÒ�į��ù×�Î�ì��ÎÒ�Á¨���¯¼©�¯¼�×­��EÁå�»�¼×į�ìÁÜ��Î��Ò×¯µµ�¼Á×���µ��×Á�
Î�»�¯¼�Ò×�¼�¯¼©�¯¼�×­��¨����Á¨���Ò¯×Ü�×¯Á¼�µ¯³��×­�×Į��Ü×�2�Ò�ì�¯×’s a good thing 
you realize this, so that you can walk a path that will allow you to confront it 
�¼��Á÷¨�Î�ìÁÜÎ�Ò×Ü��¼×Ò�ÒÁ»�×­¯¼©�ÜÒ�¨Üµ�¨ÁÎ�×­�¯Î�±ÁÜÎ¼�ìĮ�2��Á�¼Á×�ÌÜÒ­�ìÁÜ�
to see whether you live up to the test or not, but rather to collaborate with 
ìÁÜ�¯¼�×­��Ò�Î¯ÁÜÒ¼�ÒÒ�ìÁÜ��µµ�­�å��¯¼�µÁÁ³¯¼©��×�ìÁÜÎÒ�µå�ÒĮ�a­��Á¼�Ò�æ­Á��Î��
most critical are not your students; we ourselves should be the most critical, 
in that we do not accept a response that does not live up to the level of our 
Î��ÒÁ¼Į�žÒ�+¯ÜÒÒ�¼¯��»Ì­�Ò¯ñ�Òį�æ����¼¼Á×�Ü××�Î�Ì­Î�Ò�Ò�×­�×�ÁÜÎ�Î��ÒÁ¼�­�Ò�
¼Á×�¯µµÜ»¯¼�×��ń¯×�æÁÜµ��¼Á×����æÁÎ×­ì�Á¨�ÁÜÎÒ�µå�Òį�ÁÎ�Á¨�×­��¨�¯×­Į�ŊDrink-
ing in�×­¯¼©Ò�ÁÎ��÷õÎ»¯¼©�×­¯¼©Ò�æ¯×­ÁÜ×�ÁÜÎ�Î��ÒÁ¼�­�å¯¼©�¯µµÜ»¯¼�×���×­�»�
Ŀ×­�Î��ì�Ò­Áæ¯¼©�×­�ì��Î��Î��ÒÁ¼��µ�ŀİ�¯Ò�Ü¼æÁÎ×­ì�Á¨�ÁÜÎ�¨Î¯�¼�Ò­¯Ìį��¼��¯×�
is unworthy of the world’Ò�­¯Ò×ÁÎìŌ�Ł>Į�+¯ÜÒÒ�¼¯į�Is It Possible to Live This Way? 
Vol. 2: Hopeį�EWfVį�EÁ¼×Î��µ�ăāāĉį�ÌĮ�ĂāąłĮ
FÁæį��Á¼Ò¯��Î¯¼©�×­�×�×­��×¯»��æ��­�å��¯Ò��µ»ÁÒ×�ÜÌį�2�æ¯µµ�Ò��³�×Á�©¯å����Î�-
sponse: it’Ò��¼ÁÜ©­�¨ÁÎ�»��×­�×�æ���Á»��×Á�Ò���×­��ÌÁ¯¼×��×�­�¼��×Á��ìĮ
a­���ÎÜ�¯�µ�ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼�̄ Ò�×­��Á¼��ÌÁÒ����ì�>�µ¯Į�p��­�å��×Á�­�µÌ����­�Á×­�Î�×Á�Ü¼-
��ÎÒ×�¼��æ­�×�¯Ò��Î¯×¯��µ�×Á���¯¼©���µ��×Á�ŊÎ�ÒÌÁ¼�Ō�×Á�×­��\Ì�¼¯Ò­�±ÁÜÎ¼�µ¯Ò×Į�
Ŋa­�Î��¯Ò�Á¼µì�×Á��ìį�×­��­�Î���¼��¼ÁæįŌ�Ò­��æÎ¯×�ÒĮ�a­¯Ò�­�Ò�×Á����ÁÜÎ�ÌÁ¯¼×�Á¨�
��Ì�Î×ÜÎ�Į�p­�×�Ò­���Á�Ò�¼Á×�Î��µ¯ñ��¯Ò�×­�×�­�Î�Î��ÒÁ¼�æÁÜµ��¼Á×�Ì�Î��¯å����
ÌÎÁ�µ�»�ŁŊ2�æ¯µµ����­�ÌÌì�æ­�¼�2�Î���­�»ì���Ò×¯¼�×¯Á¼Ō��Ü×�Ŋ×­������¼�æÒ�¯Òį�
ìÁÜ�¼�å�Î��ÎÎ¯å�Į�a­�Î��̄ Ò�Á¼µì�×Á��ìį�×­��­�Î���¼��¼ÁæŌł�̄ ¨�¼Á×�̈ ÁÎ�×­��̈ ��×�×­�×�
×­��Ŋ×Á��ìį�×­��­�Î���¼��¼ÁæŌ���µµÒ�¨ÁÎį�×�Ò×¯õ�Ò�×Á�×­��ÌÎ�Ò�¼���Á¨��¼�K×­�ÎĮ�
a­��ÌÎÁ�µ�»į�¯¼�¨��×į�¯Ò�¼Á×�Á÷¨�Î¯¼©��¼��ëÌµ�¼�×¯Á¼�¨ÁÎ����×­�ÁÎ�¨ÁÎ�ÒÜ÷¨�Î¯¼©Į�

Ŋa­�Ō� ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼� ¯Òį� ��Áå�� �µµį� ©¯å¯¼©�
Î��ÒÁ¼Ò� ¨ÁÎ� µ¯¨�Į� *ÎÁ»� ×­�� ×¯»�� ìÁÜ�
wake up in the morning, you have 
×Á� ­�å�� ÒÁ»�� �ëÌµ�¼�×¯Á¼� ¨ÁÎ� ìÁÜÎ�
��¯¼©�­�Î�į�¨ÁÎ�ìÁÜÎ�µ¯¨�į�¨ÁÎ�ìÁÜÎ��ë-
¯Ò×�¼��ń×Á��ìį� ­�Î�� �¼�� ¼ÁæĮ� p­ì�
did our friend, at a certain point, re-
alize that God was embracing her? 
FÁ×�����ÜÒ��Á¨��� ×­ÁÜ©­×�ÁÎ��ë×�»-
poraneous emotion, but because she 
is not giving herself life today, here 
and now, as is evident from the mo-
ment she wakes up in the morning: 
µ¯¨��¯Ò�©¯å�¼�×Á�­�ÎĮ�\¯¼���æ�³¯¼©�ÜÌ�
¯Ò� ÒÁ� Áù×�¼� �Ü×Á»�×¯�� ¨ÁÎ� ÜÒį�æ�� �Á�
not realize that precisely the today, 
×­��­�Î���¼��¼Áæ�Á¨�ÁÜÎ�µ¯¨���¼���ë-
istence, cries out that there is One 
æ­Á�̄ Ò�©¯å¯¼©�ÜÒ�µ¯¨�Į�p��­�å���µµ�Î����
the tenth chapter of The Religious 
Sense and are amazed at the things 
written there, but it is as if repeating 
*ÎĮ�+¯ÜÒÒ�¼¯’Ò��÷õÎ»�×¯Á¼į�Ŋ2��»�you-
who-make-meŌ� ŁThe Religious Senseį�ÌĮ�
ĂāĆł�æ�Î�į� ¯¼�×­���¼�į���Ì¯�×¯Ò×¯���ë-
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�Î�¯Ò�Į� �Á¼Ò�ÍÜ�¼×µìį� æ­�¼�æ�� õ¼��
ourselves in front of a journalist who 
declares that happiness or destiny do 
¼Á×��ë¯Ò×į��¼��×­�×��µµ�æ��­�å�� ¯Ò� ×Á-
day, the here and now, it seems like 
Ŋ©�»��Áå�ÎŌ�×Á�ÜÒĮ�FÁı�a­¯Ò�¯Ò�æ­�Î��
�å�Îì×­¯¼©� ��©¯¼ÒĮ� 2¨� æ�į� ­Áæ�å�Îį�
despite the education that Giussani 
gave us, do not realize it, if we do not 
become aware of it, terror invades 
ÜÒĮ�Ŋp­�×��Á�Ò�+Á��æ�¼×�¨ÎÁ»�»�ĵŌ�
ÁÜÎ�̈ Î¯�¼���Ò³��Į��Ü×�×­�¼�ÒÁ»�×­¯¼©�
­�ÌÌ�¼Òĭ�Ŋ+Á��¯Ò��»�Î��¯¼©�»�ĮŌ�p��
have to understand that this is not a 
¨��µ¯¼©ńŌ2�¨��µ�×­�×�+Á��¯Ò��»�Î��¯¼©�
»�Ōń�Ü×� Î�×­�Î� �¼� ��×� Á¨� Î��ÒÁ¼ńŌ2�
recognize that God is embracing me 
ÒÁ� ×­�×� 2� �ë¯Ò×� ×Á��ìį� ­�Î�� �¼��¼ÁæĮ�
����ÜÒ�� Á¨� ×­¯Òį� 2� ­�å�� �� �¯÷¨�Î�¼×�
Ì�Î��Ì×¯Á¼�Á¨�»ìÒ�µ¨��¼��Á¨� Î��µ¯×ìĮŌ�
2¨� ÁÜÎ� �Á»Ì�¼¯Á¼Ò­¯Ì� �Á�Ò¼ō×� �Î¯¼©�
us to this point, in which we realize 
the ultimate meaning of reality, we 
�Î�� ¼Á×� ¨Î¯�¼�ÒĮ� a­�� ©Î��×�Ò×� ¨Î¯�¼��
æ�� ­�å�ń­¯Ò� ¼�»�� ¯Ò� *ÎĮ� +¯ÜÒÒ�¼¯ń
gave us the tenth chapter of The Reli-
gious Sense ÌÎ��¯Ò�µì�×Á����Á»Ì�¼ì�ÜÒĮ�
How? By introducing us to the one 
companionship that allows us to look 
at everything with positivity, intro-
ducing us to recognizing what is ul-
timately at the foundation of reality, 

Ŋ��»��¼¯¼©�æ­¯�­� ¯Ò� ¨ÜÎ×­�Î� Á¼Ō� Ł>Į�
Giussani, The Religious Senseį�ÌĮ� ĂāĊłį�
�Ò�­��Ò�ìÒ��×�×­���¼��Á¨�×­���­�Ì×�ÎĮ�
Only a person who becomes aware of 
the companionship of the One who 
is making him today, here and now, 
Ŋ��¼��¼×�Î��¼ì�Ò¯×Ü�×¯Á¼�æ­�×ÒÁ�å�ÎįŌ�
can face even the death of her hus-
band and the sickness of her mother, 
ŊÌÎÁ¨ÁÜ¼�µì�×Î�¼ÍÜ¯µį�æ¯×­���ÌÎÁ»¯Ò��
Á¨�Ì������¼��±ÁìŌ�ŁThe Religious Sense, 
ÌĮ� ĂāćłĮ� +Á� Î���� ×­�� �­�Ì×�Î� �©�¯¼Į�
The greatest answer we can give to 
these challenges is already present 
¯¼�Î��µ¯×ìį�¼Á×�¯¼�ÌÜ××¯¼©�×­¯¼©Ò�Á÷¨�×Á�
×­��¨Ü×ÜÎ�Į�2���¼�­�å��­ÁÌ��¯¼�×­��¨Ü-
ture because right now there is One 
who is embracing my life and yours, 
who also embraces your husband’s 
life, and the lives of the victims of the 
���µ����Î��Î�Ò­�­�Î��¯¼�2×�µì�×­��Ò�»��
��ì�×­¯¼©Ò�ÁÌ�¼���ÜÌ��©�¯¼Į�
2×��»�ñ�Ò�»��­Áæ�×­¯Ò�©�ñ��Á¼�Î��µ-
ity is what strikes other people the 
»ÁÒ×Į� X���¼×µìį� ×­�� \Ì�¼¯Ò­� æÎ¯×�Î�
González Sainz wrote a book that 
captures that instant of wonder in 
¨ÎÁ¼×�Á¨�æ­�×��ë¯Ò×ÒĮ�2×�ÒÌ��³Ò�Á¨�×­��
ŊæÁ¼��Î�Á¨�×­��ÌÎ�Ò�¼×įŌ�æ­¯�­�ÁÌ�¼Ò�
us to the recognition of the ultimate 
consistency of life and triggers our 
�ëÌ��×�×¯Á¼� ¨ÁÎ� ÒÁ»�×­¯¼©� ×Á� �Á»��

�¼��©¯å��»��¼¯¼©�×Á�¯×��µµĮ�0¯Ò��ë��×�
words are, “The world grows and cre-
ates itself until the point of us being 
��µ�� ×Á� µÁÁ³��×� ¯×�æ¯×­�æÁ¼��ÎĮ� 2� �»�
»�©¼�×¯ñ��� �ì� ×­��æÁ¼��Î� Á¨� �ë¯Ò×-
¯¼©į� Ìµ����� ��¨ÁÎ�� �µµ� ×­�×� �ë¯Ò×Òį� �ì�
×­�� �Á»»Ü¼¯Á¼� Á¨� �ë¯Ò×�¼��Į� a­�×�
magnetization was already a prayer 
that something come to us from an-
other kingdom and realize this desire 
¨ÁÎ�»��¼¯¼©Ō�Ł4ĮǴĮ�+Á¼ñ�µ�ñ�\�¯¼ñį�La 
vida pequeña [“The Small Life”], Editori-
�µ�ž¼�©Î�»�į���Î��µÁ¼��ăāăĂį�ÌĮ�ććłĮ�
The wonder of the present is what our 
friend described, speaking of waking 
up in the morning; this is “the won-
��Î�Á¨��ë¯Ò×¯¼©į�Ìµ�������¨ÁÎ���µµ�×­�×�
�ë¯Ò×ÒĮŌ� a­�� �¼Òæ�Î� ×Á� ×Á��ìōÒ� ÍÜ�Ò-
tion is wonder: we are in awe, in a 
conscious and not a sentimental way, 
therefore with all the fullness of our 
Î��ÒÁ¼į��×��µµ�×­�×��ë¯Ò×ÒĮ�a­¯Ò�¯Ò�æ­�×�
allows us to look properly at reality 
without considering it as something 
Á�å¯ÁÜÒĮ� EÁÒ×� Á¨� ×­�� ×¯»�į� �Ò� ×­��
Spanish journalist writes, we take it 
¨ÁÎ�©Î�¼×��Į�FÁ×�×�³¯¼©�¯×�¨ÁÎ�©Î�¼×���
»��¼Ò�­�å¯¼©� ×­��©�ñ��*ÎĮ�+¯ÜÒÒ�¼¯�
introduced to us in the tenth chapter 
of The Religious SenseĮ�\Áį�ÁÜÎ�¨Î¯�¼��¯Ò�
right; the answer is that “God is em-
�Î��¯¼©�»��¼ÁæŌ��¼��æ��­�å��×Á�¨Üµµì�
understand what we are saying: “God 
is embracing me now, because He is 
��ÜÒ¯¼©�»��×Á��ë¯Ò×�¼ÁæĮŌ�K×­�Îæ¯Ò�į�
we will easily go back to the old rou-
×¯¼��×Á»ÁÎÎÁæĮ�
2¼�̈ ÎÁ¼×�Á¨�×­���­�µµ�¼©�Ò�æ��õ¼��ÁÜÎ-
selves facing, it is as if we are forced to 
take the test of what we have learned 
this year during the lockdown, of 
whether or not we have learned to 
look at today, the here and now, with 
depth, with that look of reason we’ve 
���¼� ×�µ³¯¼©� ��ÁÜ×Į� K×­�Îæ¯Ò�į� æ��

“We do not realize that 
precisely the today, the here 
and now of our life and 
existence, cries out that there is 
One who is giving us life. I can 
have hope in the future because 
right now there is One who is 
embracing my life and yours.” 
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æ¯µµ�»�Î�µì� Ò×¯�³� ×­�Ò�� �÷õÎ»�×¯Á¼Òį�
no matter how correct, on top of our 
rationalist point of view, and then 
Ì�Î��¯å�� ­Áæ� ¯¼���ÍÜ�×�� ×­�ì� �Î��
in coping with the urgency that our 
×��¼�©�ÎÒ� ­�å�� �ù×�Î� �� ×Î�©��ì� µ¯³��
×­�� Á¼�� ¯¼� <�ñ�¼Į� a­�� ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼� ¯Ò�
æ­�×­�Îį�æ­�¼�¨�����æ¯×­�×­�¯Î�ÍÜ�Ò-
×¯Á¼ńŊ0Áæ� �Á� æ�� ©Á� Á¼� µ¯å¯¼©ĵ�p��
�Î���¨Î�¯�ıŌńÒ­��­Áµ�Ò�����Î��×­�×���¼�
challenge them, that can place before 
×­�¯Î��ì�Ò�×­��¨��×�×­�×�×­�ì��ë¯Ò×��¼��
that can help them to understand 
æ­�×� ¯×�»��¼Ò� ×Á� �ë¯Ò×Į� a­¯Ò�»��¼Ò�
introducing them to the recognition 
of the One who is giving them life 
Î¯©­×�¼ÁæĮ�a­¯Ò� ¯Ò� ×­��Á¼µì�æ�ì�×­�ì�
can go on living, without censoring 
anything, and look with hope at even 
×­�����×­�Á¨�×­�¯Î�¨Î¯�¼�ÒĮ
2¨� æ�� �Á� ¼Á×� æ�µ³� ×­¯Ò� ±ÁÜÎ¼�ì� Á¨�
�æ�Î�¼�ÒÒį� ¯¨�æ���Á�¼Á×�õ¼���¼��¼-
swer for ourselves, we cannot put 
into play those answers we give our-
selves “in mere words“ in reality, be-
��ÜÒ�� ×­�ì��Á�¼Á×� �Á¼å¯¼���ÜÒ�õÎÒ×į�
��¨ÁÎ���¼ìÁ¼���µÒ�Į
a­¯Ò�¯Ò�×­��EÁå�»�¼×į�×­¯Ò�¯Ò�æ­ì�*ÎĮ�
+¯ÜÒÒ�¼¯�Ò×�Î×���×­��EÁå�»�¼×į��Ò�2�
said: to demonstrate the relevance of 
faith to the needs of life, to the needs 
of our reason! All that happens, 
then, is part of the journey that the 
Mystery allows us to walk so that the 
�ëÌ�Î¯�¼��� Á¨� ¨�¯×­� »¯©­×� ���Á»��
more and more ours, and so that we 
can see whether or not what we have 
received, the education to which 
æ���Î��¯¼å¯×��į�¯Ò��Î��¯�µ�Į�2×�¯Ò�Á¼µì�
growing in awareness that allows us 
to look at everything in a true way, 
to the point of using our reason to 
recognize the Mystery within reali-
ty, the Mystery that we call God, who 
¯Ò��»�Î��¯¼©�ÁÜÎ���¯¼©Į� Ŋp¯×­��©�Ņ

Áµ�� µÁå�� 2�­�å�� µÁå���ìÁÜĹ� ÒÁ� 2�­�å��
³�Ì×�»ì�»�Î�ì�×Áæ�Î��ìÁÜŌŁJer�ĄĂĭĄłĮ�
Just think how it would be to wake 
up every morning without taking to-
day, the here and now, for granted; 
×Á����¨Üµµ�Á¨�æÁ¼��Î�����ÜÒ��æ���ë¯Ò×�
and because, today too, He has had 
pity on our nothingness and causes 
ÜÒ�×Á��ë¯Ò×ı�ŊK¼µì�¯¼�×­���¯Ò�Áå�Îì�Á¨�
��¯¼©� �Ò� µÁå�� æ­¯�­� ©¯å�Ò� Á¨� 2×Ò�µ¨�
�Á¼×¯¼Ü�µµì� ¯Ò� ÒÁµ¯×Ü��� �µ¯»¯¼�×��Į�
�ë¯Ò×�¼��� ¯Ò� Î��µ¯ñ��į� ¯¼� ÒÜ�Ò×�¼��į�
as dialogue with the Great Presence 
which constitutes it–it is an insep-
�Î��µ�� �Á»Ì�¼¯Á¼Į� a­�� �Á»Ì�¼ì� ¯Ò�
¯¼�ÁÜÎ�ŋ2Įō�İ��å�Îì�­Ü»�¼�¨Î¯�¼�Ò­¯Ì�
is the reverberation of the original 
Ò×ÎÜ�×ÜÎ�� Á¨� ��¯¼©Ō� ŁAt the Origin of 
the Christian Claim, MQUP, Montreal 
ĂĊĊĉį�ÌĮ�ĊāłĮ�a­���Á»Ì�¼¯Á¼Ò­¯Ì�̄ Ò�̄ ¼�
×­��Ŋ2ĮŌ�ž¼��¯¨�ÁÜÎ��Á»Ì�¼¯Á¼Ò­¯Ì�¯Ò�
not to help us understand the com-
Ì�¼¯Á¼Ò­¯Ì�×­�×�¯Ò�¯¼�ÁÜÎ�Ŋ2įŌ�×­�¼�¯×�
is not enough, because we are not 
the ones, not even all of us togeth-
�Îį� æ­Á� ��¼� ��¨ì� ���×­Į� a­�Î�¨ÁÎ�į�
when a person moves to a place 
away from everyone else, she will 
see whether belonging to the Move-
ment helped her to learn that the 
�Á»Ì�¼¯Á¼Ò­¯Ì� ¯Ò� ¯¼� ÁÜÎ� Ŋ2įŌ� �¼��
that she can recognize it from the 
moment she wakes up in the morn-
ing, and not because she has 500 
¨Î¯�¼�Ò��ÎÁÜ¼�Į�2��Ò³�»ìÒ�µ¨į�Ŋ0Áæ�
many people here in Milan, with 
500 friends around them, wake up 
every morning with the awareness 
æ�� �Î�� ×�µ³¯¼©� ��ÁÜ×ĵŌ� vÁÜ� ��¼ō×�
×�³�� ¯×� ¨ÁÎ� ©Î�¼×��Į� 2¼� �Á¼×Î�Ò×į� ��
person can seem to be totally alone, 
in the midst of the Siberian tundra 
or in Kazakhstan, and wake up with 
×­¯Ò��æ�Î�¼�ÒÒĮ�a­¯Ò�¯Ò�­Áæ�æ��å�Î-
¯¨ì�×­����Ü��×¯Á¼�Á¨�×­��EÁå�»�¼×Į

Thiry: I have heard from some of my 
friends that this self-awareness you speak 
of is not enough, and they ask themselves 
what will become of the Movement and 
the Catholic Church in Russia. What 
keeps what you’re saying now from be-
ª¶£�}�µ�Ç��Ë�¯ǝË¨�¯»»­ª¶£ĵª¶Ý}Ç�ĥ
Carrón: The road of self-awareness 
¯Ò�¼Á×��×��µµ���Ò�µõÒ­�µÁÁ³¯¼©Ņ¯¼æ�Î��
and is the only road that truly chang-
�Ò�­¯Ò×ÁÎìĮ�p­�×�+¯ÜÒÒ�¼¯�×�Ü©­×�ÜÒ�
is that a person can get up in the 
morning, as our friend said, with the 
awareness that God is embracing 
­¯»�¼ÁæĮ�2¨� ×­¯Ò��æ�Î�¼�ÒÒ�­�Ò�¼Á×�
�¼×�Î���ÜÒ��å�¼��ù×�Î� Ŋ��¼×ÜÎ¯�ÒŌ�Á¨�
the Movement, neither will it enter 
us thanks to changes in the situation 
of the Church, of politics, or of soci-
�×ìĮ�a­��ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼�¯Ò�×­��Ò�Î¯ÁÜÒ¼�ÒÒ�
with which each person makes the 
ÌÎÁÌÁÒ�µ�Á¨�×­��EÁå�»�¼×�­¯Ò�Áæ¼Į�
And the Movement is not an organi-
ñ�×¯Á¼ĭ� ×­��EÁå�»�¼×� ¯Ò��� µ¯¨�ı�vÁÜ�
can see how decisive the self-aware-
ness we are describing is when fun-
��»�¼×�µ� ÍÜ�Ò×¯Á¼Ò� �»�Î©�Į� 2¼� ×­��
face of them, the path that a person 
­�Ò�æ�µ³����Á»�Ò�×Á�µ¯©­×Į�2¨�æ��æ�µ³�
this path proposed by the Move-
ment, we will begin to verify for 
ÁÜÎÒ�µå�Ò�æ­�×­�Î�¯×�¯Ò���Ò�µõÒ­�µÁÁ³-
¯¼©Ņ¯¼æ�Î�Į�ž¼��¯¨�æ���Á¼ō×�æ�¼×�×Á�
æ�µ³į� æ�� æ¯µµ� Ò��� ×­�� �Á¼Ò�ÍÜ�¼���
Á¨� ×­�×�æ¯×­�ÁÜÎ�Áæ¼��ì�Òį� ×ÁÁĮ�vÁÜ�
can’t live imagining what the Move-
ment will be like a few years from 
¼ÁæĮ�2¨�2���¼ō×�µ¯å��¼Áæį�¯¨�ÁÜÎ�¨Î¯�¼��
��¼ō×�µ¯å��¼Áæį��ù×�Î�­�Î�­ÜÒ��¼��­�Ò�
died, with a new self-awareness, we 
æ¯µµ��¼��ÜÌ��Ò�XÁÒ��EÁ¼×�ÎÁ�Ò�ìÒ�¯¼�
El País: we postpone happiness to 
who knows when or where and, in 
the end, what wins out is the bad 
¼�æÒ�×­�×�¯×�¼�å�Î��Á»�ÒĮ�


